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Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the 
original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 
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• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 

As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problems Mailbox. 
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DOCKETNO.:IMOFF-3618 RECEIVED 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 06 ""^ CENTER 

Applicant: Ahm Or«tr,n Examiner: Moy, Joseph Man ^ 1 ° 2004 

ScrinlNo.: 10/204,924 ArtUnit: 3727 AfP 

Tiled: 11/14/2002 WllS 

SSi^SS^iSj?"^" 0 L,NER F0R SP0RTS muiTY veh,cle - 

Commissioner for Patents — — 

Washington D.C. 20231 

Rcmo nsc to Restriction Rcq uirem^ 

Sir: 

1 n response to the .Restriction Requirement dated February 1 1 , 2004, Applicant 
respectfully submits that Figures 4 and 5 are not different species, but are the same embodiment 
in different phases. Since Figures 4 and 5 are the same species, applicant may not make an 
election. Therefore, applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the species 
eleciion requirement. 

l'ngc 3 of the specification, in the BricfDescription of the Drawings, clearly states that 
"Figure 4 is a front perspective view of the convertible cargo box-bed liner of Figure 1 in a 
partially converted state." and that "Figure 5 is a front perspective view of the convertible cargo 
box-bed liner of Figure I in its bed liner state." 

The Detailed Description of the Drawings, page 4, paragraph 3, further clarifies Uuit 
"Figuie 4 shows the box-bed liner apparatus in partially expanded position." Figure 5 shows the 
appatatus in its fully expanded position. The transformation is described in the Detailed 
Description of the Drawings, page 6, paragraph 5, which gives detailed instructions for opening 
the apparatus to "Ibnn an extended and flat bottom for the bed liner apparatus I .» Respectfully. 
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since no separate species arc present, applicant cannot elect. 

Tn response to your inquiry regarding whether page 5, paragraph 4, " In an alternative 
embodiment, hinges 14 and 16 are not included...", applies to l ? igure 5, this paragraph docs not 
apply lo Figure 5, rather, it applies to an embodiment that is not shown. 1-igure 5 represents the 
apparatus with hinges in its fully extended state. 

With regard to the Restriction Requirement, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
electron requirement be reconsidered and wi tlidrawn. 

Should the Examiner require or request anything further from Applicant prior to 
examination, the Examiner is requested to contact Applicants' undersigned representative at the 
telephone number below. Otherwise, Applicant requests early and favorable examination on the 
merits. 

Dated: March 10,2004 
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Schmciser, Olsen & Walls 
3 Lear Jet Lane - Suite 201 
Latham, New York 121 10 
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